
 

6th Sunday after Pentecost – July 5, 2026 

†   †   † 

Welcome to 
St. Paul Evangelical Lutheran Church 

Lakewood, Colorado 

A Warm Welcome in Christ to our Worship Guests. The members of St. Paul are 
pleased to meet you and are happy that you are here to worship with us today. We 
are a congregation committed without reservation to the entire truth of God's Word, 
the Bible. We have found joy and hope in the Gospel of Jesus Christ. We have 
found moral guidance, a way of life, and the promise of eternal life in the Holy 
Scriptures. It gives us pleasure to share these blessings with you. Please sign our 
guest book and come worship with us again! Questions? Please speak with one of 
the ushers. They will be happy to assist you! 



To Our Guests Seeking an Altar at Which to Commune: 
We believe that those who partake of the Lord's Supper together are giving 
expression to the close-knit bond of fellowship God has created among them in all 
that the Bible teaches. For this reason we ask only those who have publicly 
professed such oneness of faith and belief with us, by membership here or at 
another CLC church, to come forward to receive the Sacrament. This is not a 
judgment of anyone's faith but an expression of ours. If you have the desire to 
commune with us in the future, please speak with the Pastor at your convenience. 
We'd love to have you! 

†   †   † 

SERVICE OF WORD AND SACRAMENT 
based on Worship Supplement 2000 (pp. 12-21) 

Opening Prayer 

Hymn 
LSB 966 – "Before You, Lord, We Bow" 

The Invocation 
P:	 Welcome ... in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C:	 Amen. (spoken) 

Confession of Sins & Announcement of Forgiveness 
P:	 We have come into the presence of God, who created us to love and serve Him as 

His dear children. But we have disobeyed Him and deserve only His wrath and 
punishment. Therefore, let us confess our sins to Him and plead for His mercy. 

C:	 Merciful Father in heaven, I am altogether sinful from birth. In countless 
ways I have sinned against You and do not deserve to be called Your child. 
But trusting in Jesus, my Savior, I pray: Have mercy on me according to 
Your unfailing love. Cleanse me from my sin, and take away my guilt. 

P:	 God, our heavenly Father, has forgiven all your sins. By the perfect life and 
innocent death of our Lord Jesus Christ, He has removed your guilt forever. You 
are His own dear child. May God give you strength to live according to His will. 

C:	 Amen. 
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Lord, Have Mercy The Kyrie 

 

 

Glory to God in the Highest The Gloria in Excelsis 

 

 

 

 

Prayer of the Day 
P:	 Let us pray: O God, because You have prepared for those who love You such good 

things as surpass our understanding, pour into our hearts such love towards You that 
we, loving You above all things, may obtain Your promises, which exceed all that we 
can desire; through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C:	 Amen. (spoken) 

First Lesson – Isaiah 45:1-7 
1 “Thus says the LORD to His anointed, to Cyrus, whose right hand I have held— to 
subdue nations before him and loose the armor of kings, to open before him the 
double doors, so that the gates will not be shut: 2 “I will go before you and make the 

3



crooked places straight; I will break in pieces the gates of bronze and cut the bars of 
iron. 3 I will give you the treasures of darkness and hidden riches of secret places, 
that you may know that I, the LORD, Who call you by your name, am the God of 
Israel. 4 For Jacob My servant’s sake, and Israel My elect, I have even called you by 
your name; I have named you, though you have not known Me. 5 I am the LORD, 
and there is no other; there is no God besides Me. I will gird you, though you have 
not known Me, 6 that they may know from the rising of the sun to its setting that 
there is none besides Me. I am the LORD, and there is no other; 7 I form the light and 
create darkness, I make peace and create calamity; I, the LORD, do all these things.’ 

Psalm of the Day – Psalm 89 
P:	 I will sing of the mercies of the LORD forever: 
C:	 With my mouth will I make known Your faithfulness to all generations. 
P:	 For I have said, “Mercy shall be built up forever: 
C:	 Your faithfulness You shall establish in the very heavens.” 
P:	 The heavens will praise Your wonders, O LORD: 
C:	 Your faithfulness also in the assembly of the saints. 
P:	 O LORD God of hosts, who is mighty like You, O LORD?: 
C:	 Your faithfulness also surrounds You. 
P: 	 Blessed are the people who know the joyful sound!: 
C:	 They walk, O LORD, in the light of Your countenance. 
P:	 In Your name they rejoice all day long: 
C:	 And in Your righteousness they are exalted. 

Second Lesson – Romans 13:1-7 
1 Let every soul be subject to the governing authorities. For there is no authority 
except from God, and the authorities that exist are appointed by God. 2 Therefore 
whoever resists the authority resists the ordinance of God, and those who resist will 
bring judgment on themselves. 3 For rulers are not a terror to good works, but to 
evil. Do you want to be unafraid of the authority? Do what is good, and you will 
have praise from the same. 4 For he is God’s minister to you for good. But if you 
do evil, be afraid; for he does not bear the sword in vain; for he is God’s minister, 
an avenger to execute wrath on him who practices evil. 5 Therefore you must be 
subject, not only because of wrath but also for conscience’ sake. 6 For because of 
this you also pay taxes, for they are God’s ministers attending continually to this 
very thing. 7 Render therefore to all their due: taxes to whom taxes are due, 
customs to whom customs, fear to whom fear, honor to whom honor. 

P:  Blessed are they who hear the Word of God and keep it. Alleluia! 
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Confession of Faith – Nicene Creed 
I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, and of all 

things visible and invisible. 
And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only begotten Son of God, begotten of His Father 

before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God, begotten, not made, 
being of one substance with the Father, by whom all things were made; Who for us men 
and for our salvation came down from heaven and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the 
virgin Mary and was made man; and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. He 
suffered and was buried. And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures and 
ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of the Father. And He will come again with 
glory to judge both the living and the dead, Whose kingdom will have no end. 

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and Giver of life, Who proceeds from the 
Father and the Son, Who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, 
Who spoke by the prophets. And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, I 
acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, and I look for the resurrection of the 
dead and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

Hymn of the Day 
LSB 783 – "Take My Life and Let It Be" 

Sermon, based on Matthew 22:15-22 

"Our Dual Citizenship" 

1. Our responsibility as citizens of this world. 
2. Our responsibility as citizens of heaven. 

(a CLC Ministry by Mail Sermon) 

5



15 Then the Pharisees went and plotted how they might entangle Him in His talk. 16 
And they sent to Him their disciples with the Herodians, saying, “Teacher, we know 
that You are true, and teach the way of God in truth; nor do You care about anyone, 
for You do not regard the person of men. 17 Tell us, therefore, what do You think? Is 
it lawful to pay taxes to Caesar, or not?” 18 But Jesus perceived their wickedness, and 
said, “Why do you test Me, you hypocrites? 19 Show Me the tax money.” So they 
brought Him a denarius. 20 And He said to them, “Whose image and inscription is 
this?” 21 They said to Him, “Caesar’s.” And He said to them, “Render therefore to 
Caesar the things that are Caesar’s, and to God the things that are God’s.” 22 When 
they had heard these words, they marveled, and left Him and went their way. 

Offertory 

 

 

 

 

 

Offering of Thankful Hearts 

Prayer of the Church 

The Lord's Prayer 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on 
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we 
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

Hymn of the Day 
LSB 623 – "Lord Jesus Christ, We Humbly Pray" 
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P:	 The Lord be with you. 
C:	 And also with you. 
P:	 Lift up your hearts. 
C:	 We lift them up to the Lord. 

P:	 It is right and beneficial that we should at all times and in all places give You thanks, 
O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus Christ our Lord, 
who promised that wherever two or three come together in His name, there He is 
with them to shepherd His flock till He comes again in glory. Therefore with angels 
and archangels, and with all the company of heaven, we magnify Your glorious 
Name, evermore praising You and saying: 

Holy, Holy, Holy Sanctus 

 

 

 

 

Words of Institution 
P:	 Our Lord Jesus Christ, the same night in which He was betrayed, took bread. And when He 

had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to His disciples, saying, ‘Take, eat. This is My body, 
which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of Me. In the same way He took the cup, 
after supper, gave thanks, and gave it to them saying, "Drink of it, all of you. This cup is the 
new covenant in My blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. Do this, 
whenever you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

	 The peace of the Lord be with you always! 

Lamb of God Agnus Dei 
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Distribution of the Sacrament 

O Lord, Now Let Your Servant Nunc Dimittis 

 

 

 

 

 

 

P:  Go in peace. Serve the Lord with gladness. 
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Thanksgiving 

 

 

 

 
Benediction 

P:	 The LORD bless you and keep you; the LORD make His face shine upon you, and be 
gracious to you; the LORD lift up His countenance upon you, and give you peace. 

C: 

	  

Closing Hymn 
LSB 965 – "God Bless Our Native Land" 

+ + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + 

This Week at St. Paul 
Today (7/5)	 9:30 am	 Worship Service with Holy Communion 
	 10:45 am	 Coffee Hour (downstairs) 
Sat	 8:00 am	 Summer Clean-Up Day (till noon) 
Sun (7/12)	 9:30 am	 Worship Service 
	 10:45 am	 Coffee Hour 

Upcoming In July / August 
• Church Council Meeting: Sunday, July 19, 8:30 am 
• Vacation Bible School: Thursday - Saturday, July 23-25 (9 am to noon) 
• Quarterly Voters Meeting: Sunday, August 2, 10:45 am 

Pastor Schuetze is out of town visiting family in Minnesota. Our thanks to Derek Barthels 
for conducting the service in his absence. 
________________ 
Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are taken from The Holy Bible, New King James Version (Nashville, 
Tennessee: Thomas Nelson, Inc., © 1982). Used by permission. All rights reserved. 
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St. Paul Evangelical Lutheran Church 
2470 Wadsworth Blvd, Lakewood, CO 80214 

 

Pastor: Thomas Schuetze, 303-428-5524, trschuetze@yahoo.com 
President: Ed Chiappetti, 303-882-1776 

Sunday School Superintendent: Derek Barthels 

Serving Us Today 
Organist Suzannah Miller 

Ushers Bob Rankin, Mark Hartmeister 
Communion Usher Mike Sprengeler 

www.denverlutheran.com 
Find us on Facebook at: “St Paul Ev. Lutheran Church” 

Member Congregation: Church of the Lutheran Confession 
www.clclutheran.org
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